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1     What is it that makes certain murder cases stand out in the mind? Is it the people involved, the violence of the crime, or the time in which it happened? For the murder case revolving around Lizzie Borden, it was both the time and violence since it was the first real case of its kind in the U.S.
 
2     If you were looking for the typical signs of a criminal problem in a family-dysfunctional relationships, abuse, etc. -- you would not find it in the Borden household. In fact, the matter of such a violent crime happening in a household like the Borden's was shocking to the people in Fall River, Massachusetts.
 
3     Lizzie Borden was born July 19, 1860 in Fall River, Massachusetts. She and her older sister Emma lived with their father and stepmother. Lizzie's father, Andrew, had considerable wealth and didn't willingly spend much of it. The women of the house evidently had enough money available to support the charities of their choice.
 
4     Lizzie was a regular attendee at church and even taught her own Sunday school class. At the time of the murder, she was a 32-year-old spinster who was thought to be quite respectable.
 
5     On the morning of August 4, 1892, Andrew Borden left the house at 9:00 in the morning to make the rounds of his business interests. Emma was away visiting in the next town. Abby, the stepmother, had breakfast and then went to straighten the guest room, which had been used by Uncle John who was visiting. Lizzie remained in her room.
 
6     At approximately 9:30 a.m., Abby was killed in the guest room. She was dead after receiving 18 blows from something like a hatchet on her head and neck. Andrew Borden returned home at 10:40 a.m. and lay down on the sofa downstairs. The temperature for the day was over one hundred degrees, extremely hot for a young man, not to mention one who was 70 years old. Bridget the housemaid had gone upstairs to take a nap just before 11:00 a.m., and at 11:00 Lizzie said she was outside in the barn. She found her father dead when she returned ten minutes later. The inflicted wounds suggested those of a hatchet or ax.
 
7     Lizzie found her father's body and had Bridget call the doctor and send for the police. A short time later, Abby's body was found. Both bodies were taken to the dining room and laid out on the table where they were autopsied. The heads were later removed at a second autopsy and defleshed so the damage could clearly be seen in the bone for trial. The murder weapon was never positively identified.
 
8     On August 7, Lizzie was seen to be burning a stained dress (she said it was paint, not blood) in the kitchen stove. It was enough evidence to have her charged with the double homicide. The trial did not begin until the following June.
 
9     While the people of Fall River shunned Lizzie, women's and church groups from across the North East supported her. As publicity built, the prosecutors became less determined to push the case as hard as they could have. They told the jury that Lizzie's motive for the killing was to stop her father from making a will in favor of his wife (a woman he'd already been married to for twenty-seven years).
 
10     Lizzie's lawyer Mr. Jennings had at least two pieces of incriminating evidence successfully excluded from the trial. One was that she had tried to purchase poison the day before the murder, and the other were some earlier statements by Lizzie.
 
11     The trial lasted a total of two weeks, and in the end, Lizzie was found not guilty of three charges -- the murder of her father, her stepmother, and the two together. It took the jury just over an hour to make their decision.
 
12     A few weeks after the trial, the two sisters bought a nice house in a better part of town. In 1904, Lizzie became close friends with actress Nance O'Neil. Emma did not care for the relationship and moved out.
 
13     As Lizzie got older, she became more reclusive. She remained a social outcast in the town and became more interested in animal charities. She died on June 1, 1927 at the age of 67 after surgical complications.
 
14     No one was ever charged with the murder of Andrew and Abby Borden after Lizzie's trial. Many people assume that she got away with murder, while others say she was innocent all along. The fascination for the case has continued ever since. It's unlikely we will ever know the truth of the case... because those who know aren't talking.

Answer the following on a SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER!!!

Part I: Reading

Directions: Read the story called “Lizzie Borden” by Mary Bushong.

Part II: Vocabulary

Directions: Find the following vocabulary words in the story.  Do all three parts.  

Reminder: Always highlight or underline your word!

· First, define the word.  (Use the dictionary, unless you already know the word.)

· Second, find the word in the story and copy the sentence/phrase with the word.

· Third, come up with your own sentence using the word.

A. Dysfunctional

B. Spinster

C. Inflict (Inflicted)

D. Autopsy

E. Homicide

F. Reclusive

Part III: Comprehension

Directions: Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences.  You do not have to copy the sentence, as long as you use COMPLETE SENTENCES.

1. Why do you think Lizzie was arrested for murdering her parents?

2. What did people think of Lizzie before the murders, and how did those murders affect their opinions afterward?

3. What was the murder weapon used on the Bordens?

4. Why would Lizzie's decision to burn the stained dress cause her trouble?

5. What did the authorities do to the Bordens to make the wounds more visible for trial?

6. How did Lizzie's lawyer help her?

7. It took the jury an hour to find Lizzie not guilty at the conclusion of the trial. What does that tell you?

8. Lizzie became more of a recluse as she got older. Why?

Part IV: Writing

Directions: In no less than 100 words, write a letter from the point of view of Lizzie Borden, explaining why you are INNOCENT.  Good luck!

(If you finish early, please read quietly. ()
